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Student Podcast Competition Prep — Course Syllabus

Course Overview

This is a 1-on-1 coaching course designed for students aged 12-19, guiding them through the
creation and submission of an original podcast to The New York Times Student Podcast
Contest. The course helps students build strong media literacy, develop storytelling and
interviewing skills, and gain hands-on experience with Adobe Audition, a professional audio
editing tool.

Students will learn how to brainstorm topics, write scripts, conduct interviews, record narration,
and edit their podcast. The final product can be submitted to the contest and used in portfolios,
academic applications, or as a digital showcase of creativity and communication skills.

Who It's For

& Ages 12-19
s Students interested in podcasting, media, or journalism



o Participants of the NYT Student Podcast Contest
Anyone seeking to enhance communication and digital media skills

Format & Duration

) 1 hour per session

@ 6 sessions: For returning students who've taken the “Speech & Expression” course
@ 8 sessions: For new students

= Format: Online-based with optional in-person editing support later if needed

What You'll Gain
Understand podcast formats and contest expectations
Develop a topic and script a compelling story
Conduct interviews and record voice narration
Learn the basics of Adobe Audition
Produce and submit a high-quality podcast
Improve media literacy, digital fluency, and communication
Create a podcast that can be used for college or portfolio purposes
Course Breakdown
8-Session Plan (For New Students)
1. Intro to Podcasts & Contest Rules
2. Topic Planning & Interview Skills
3. Interview Practice & Gathering Material
4. Podcast Scriptwriting
5. Voice Expression & Recording
6. Editing Basics with Adobe Audition
7. Polishing, Music & Final Touches

8. Submission & Reflection

6-Session Plan (For Returning Students)

1. Podcast Structure & Interview Design



Scriptwriting & Story Editing

. Voice Recording Techniques

. Audio Editing & Sound Effects

Final Review & Feedback

Submission & Showcase
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